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REGENERATION AND HOUSING PANEL 

 

 
Monday, 15th January, 2018 

 
Present:  Councillor Clare Cleary (in the Chair), Councillors Mohammad Ayub, 

Jean Battle, Tony Dobson, Stewart Eaves, June Harrison and 
Joyce Plummer 
 

Apologies Helen McCue Melling 

  

 
1 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
There were no substitutions or substitutions. 
 

2 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3 Minutes of Last Meeting held on 20th November 2018 
 
The Minutes of the last meeting of the Regeneration and Housing Panel held on 20th 
November 2017 were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 
Item 6 – Church & Oswaldtwistle Gateway - The Head of Regeneration and Housing 
advised the Panel that the meeting with the Heritage Lottery Fund had been postponed and 
would be rearranged.  The Chair requested that Members of the Panel were kept informed 
of progress between Panel meetings and to be informed of the date of the rearranged 
meeting.  Members referred to the condition of Hargreaves Warehouse and requested that 
the Council took action.  The Head of Regeneration and Housing pointed out that the site 
was regularly monitored by Building Control.  He indicated that he would update the Panel 
on progress with the Heritage Lottery Fund and a further update after speaking with 
Building Control.   

Resolved (1) That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 
record;  

 (2) That the Head of Regeneration and Housing keeps 
Members up to date on progress with the Heritage 
Lottery Fund; and  

 (3) That the Head of Regeneration and Housing updates 
Members on action taken or planned by the Building 
Control Department on Hargreaves Warehouse.  

 
4 Housing Renewal Funding 

 
The Regeneration Manager submitted a report to advise the Panel on progress with the 
2017/18 Housing Renewal Programme.  She gave details of the capital programme for 
housing renewal for 2017/18 and spend to date.  She also reported on a number of projects 
which were progressing but had been hampered by poor weather.  
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The Panel was informed that progress should be made on the Lower Woodnook site in the 
new financial year.  She referred Members to the appendix which gave details of each 
individual project.  She reported that PlaceFirst had taken action after the increase in break-
ins in the Lower Woodnook area which included placing alarms in all properties, installing a 
CCTV network and encouraging an active Residents Association.   
 
Councillor Dobson asked if there was a time limit for the use of funding on regeneration 
projects.  The Regeneration Manager reported that there was no time limit for using funding 
as this was Council funding.   
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

5 Housing and Environmental Standards 
 
The Environmental Protection Manager submitted a report to update the Panel on actions 
taken by the Environmental Protection Team in relation to land & buildings that were 
detrimental to the amenity of the area during the period 1st November to 31st December 
2017.     
 
Members enquired on the progress on a number of sites.  The Environmental Protection 
Manager provided updates or indicated that he would carry out further investigations on 
sites which included the following: 
 
The Bees Knees Pub 
Land between Lime Street and Ellerbeck Road 
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

6 Selective Licensing Update 
 
The Selective Licensing Officer submitted a report to update the Panel on progress with the 
newly designated selective licensing area.   
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing reported that the Government had confirmed the 
Selective Licensing Scheme for West Accrington, Church and Central Accrington for the 
next five years.  He explained that there was a statutory lead in period during which the 
scheme should be publicised.  He pointed out that the new scheme would come into force 
on 5th March 2018.  Members were referred to maps showing the new selective licensing 
area and informed that over one thousand properties had been added to the licensing area.  
Members were also referred to the new charging structure and fees payable which were 
attached to the report. 
 
Members requested further information on the following questions: 
 

 As the last Scheme had ended would the prosecution cases still be taken through 
the legal process? 

 Would landlords have to pay a further £500 for the new Scheme? 

 As the previous Scheme had ended and the new Scheme did not commence until 
March 2018 what would happen between these times and was there any problems 
anticipated? 

 How did the Council deal with criminal activity discovered at a registered property? 

 How long was it anticipated to take for all landlords to be registered on the new 
Licensing Scheme? 
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The Head of Regeneration and Housing reported that the new Scheme started in March 
2018 and that prosecution cases pending would still be taken through the legal process.  
He informed the Panel that all landlords would have to pay a further £500, subject to 
discounts, to be registered on the new Scheme irrespective of if they had already paid to be 
registered on the old Scheme.  He reported that landlords who tried to avoid adhering to the 
requirements of the new Scheme during the interim period before the new Scheme 
commenced should be caught out as it took time to ensure that properties complied with the 
required standards.  He reported that criminal activities discovered taking place at 
properties would be referred to the Police.  He estimated that it would take a shorter 
amount of time to register landlords on the new Scheme than it had previously.   
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

7 Town Centres 
 
The Business and Marketing Co-ordinator submitted a report to update the Panel on the 
progress and activities of the town centre.   
 
She reported that she intended to update and promote the website and appoint an events 
contractor(s).  She informed the Panel that the Council’s website should be updated and 
visible by 9th March and that these pages would be updated regularly.  She also reported 
that it was her priority to create an events contract for the running and management of a 
programme of events in the town centre for a 12 month period.  She indicated that good 
progress was being made on this. 
 
Another part of her role was to manage Hyndburn’s responsibility for CCTV which had now 
been handed over to her and she intended to provide an update report on this at the next 
meeting of the Panel.   
 
She informed the Panel that it was her aim to personally meet and introduce herself to all 
Town Centre traders but as this was a lengthy process she had sent a mail shot to all 
businesses in the interim.  She indicated that she had arranged a trip to a trade show, free 
of charge, for all business representatives to see different way of running their business and 
to review the type of products they sold.    
 
Members submitted comments on the following issues: 

 To adapt the information advertised on social media so that it could be shared. 

 The level of interest in attending the trade show by traders was? 

 If there were other ways of raising awareness of the trade show trip to encourage 
traders to attend. 

 Town Centre shop break in increase and what action was being taken. 
 
The Business and Marketing Co-ordinator responded that she would relook at the 
information placed on social media so that it could be shared with other people.  She 
pointed out that the level of interest from traders in the trade show trip had been limited but 
that she aimed to try and improve this by personally meeting people and promoting the trip.  
She reported that the shop break-ins had been dealt with by the Police and it was 
suggested that further criminal activity was within the remit of the Police rather than the 
Council.     
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

8 Housing Growth 
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The Head of Regeneration and Housing submitted a report to update the Panel on progress 
with new housing development across the Borough.  He reported that two major steps had 
been achieved since the last meeting: 
 

 All legal terms had been agreed and finalised with Keepmoat for Lyndon Park with 
development to commence. 

 The Huncoat Housing Zone masterplan framework and infrastructure delivery plan 
to be tendered using a two stage process during January and February and master 
planning consultancies would be invited to tender.    

 
Members asked what plans were in place to cope with the increase in traffic after the 
development of the Huncoat Housing Zone.  The Head of Regeneration and Housing 
reported that a traffic study would take place as part of the masterplan and this would be 
used to direct plans.  He indicated that access would most likely be via the A56 roundabout.   
 
He reported that there had been less progress on other sites including Church Bank Works, 
West Accrington and Woodnook Vale. 
 
In respect of West Accrington and Woodnook Vale he reported that bids had been 
submitted to support the development and the results would be announced in February 
2018.  He reported that Yorkshire Street had received planning permission to build housing 
and the Ribblesdale Avenue site was being marketed by Lancashire County Council for 
residential development.   He reported that the Steiner Street site had received three 
expressions of interest which would be considered by Members by the end of January.   
 
Councillor Dobson asked if Section 106 money had been attached to all developments.  
The Head of Regeneration and Housing advised they were but also reported that any 
development over 15 dwellings would have a Section 106 obligation attached for affordable 
housing.  He referred to some projects having funding gaps or viability challenges which 
often led to S106 requirements for affordable housing being removed but pointed out that 
the Huncoat masterplan would take into account a delivery strategy and funding plans. 
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

9 Urgent Business 
 
There was no urgent business. 
 

10 The Time and Date of Future Meetings: 
 
Monday, 12th March 2018 
 

 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 

 
 


